Roosevelt’s

Following is the text of Presi-
dent Roosevell’s speech at the fif-

:the Statue of Liberty yesterday:
Fifty years ago our old neigh-

bor and friend from across the

sea gave us this monument to

iteth anniversary celebration at

stand at the principal eastern .

gateway to the new world. Grover
Cleveland, President of the
United States, accepted this gift

‘with the pledge that ‘‘we will

not forget that liberty has here

made her home: nor shall her

| chosen altar be neglected.”

During those fifty years that

" ecovenant between ourselves and .
. our most cherished convictions

second

has not been broken.

Four hundred years ago, In
Europe as well as in Asig, there
wasg little hope of liberty for the
average men of courage and good
will. The ambitions of a ruling

| clags and the times alike con-

spired against liberty of con-
science, liberty of speech, liberty

. of the person, liberty of economic

opportunity. Wars, dynastic and
religious, had exhausted both the
substance and the tolerance of
the Old World. There was neither
economic mnor political liberty—
nor any hope for either.

An Irony of History

Then came one of the great
ironies of history. Rulers needed
to find gold to pay their armies
and increase their power over the
common men. The seamen they
sent out to find that gold found
instead the way of escape for the
common man from those rulers.
What they found over the west-

ern horizon was not the silk and
jewels of Cathay but mankind’s

chance—a chance to
create & new world after he had
almost spoiled an old one,

And the Almighty seems pur-
posefully to have withheld that
second chance until the time

- when men would most need and

appreciate liberty, the time when
men would be enlightened enough
to establish it on foundations
sound enough to maintain it.
For over three centuries &
steady stream of men, women
and children followed the beacon
of liberty which this light sym-

Address at the Statue

bolizes. They brought to wus
strength and moral fiber devel-
oped in a civilization centuries
old, but fired anew by the dream
of a better life in America. They
brought to one new country the
cultures of a hundred old ones.

It has not been sufficiently em-
prhasized in the teaching of our
history that the overwhelming
majority of those who came from
the nations of the Old World: to
our American shores were not
the laggards, not the timorous,
not the failures. They were men
and women who had the supreme
courage to strike out for them-
selves, to abandon language and
relatives—to start at the bottom
without influence, without money
and without knowledge of life-in
a very young civilization. We
can say for all America what the
Californians said of the forty-
niners, ‘‘The cowards never
started and the weak died by the
way.”

Found Freedom Here

Perhaps Providence did prepare
this American continent to be a
place of the second chance. Cer-
tainly, millions of men and wo-
men have made it that. They
adopted this homeland because in
this land they found a home in
which the things they most de-
sired could be theirs—freedom of
opportunity, freedom of thought,
freedom to worship God. Here
they found 1life, because here
there was freedom to live.

It is the memory of all these
eager-seeking miillions that makes
this one of America’s places of
great romance. Liooking down this
great harbor, I like to think of the
countless number of inbound ves-
sels that have made this port, I
like to think of the men and wo-
men who—with the break of
dawn off Sandy Hook—have
strained their eyes to the west
for a first glimpse of the New
World.

They came to us—most of
them—in steerage. But they, in
their humble quarters, saw things
in these strange horizons which
were denied to the eyes of those
few who traveled in greater
luxury.

They came to us speaking many

tongues—but a sing'le language,
the universal language of human
aspiration.

How well their hopes were jus-
tified is proved by the record of
what they achieved. They not
only found freedom in the New
World, but by their effort and de-
votion they made the New
World’s freedom safer, richer,
more Tar-reaching, more capable
of growth.

Within this present generation
that stream from abroad has
largely stopped. We have within
our shores today the materials
out of which we shall continue to
build an even better home for
liberty.

Chose New Customs

We take satisfaction in the
thought that those who have left
their native land to join us may
still retain here their affection
for some things left behind—old
cuéstoms, old language, old
friends. LookKing to the future,
they wisely choose that their chil-
dren shall live in the new lan-
guage and in the new customs of
our new people. And those chil-
dren more and more realize their
common destiny in America. That
is true whether their forebears
came past this place eight genera-
tions ago or only one.

The realization that we are all
bound together by hope of a com-
mon future rather than by rever-
ence for a common past has
helped us to build upon this con-
tinent a unity unapproached in
any similar area or similar-size
population in the whole world.
For all our millions of square
miles, for all our millions of peo-
ple, there is a unity in language
and speech, in law and economics,
in education and in general pur-
pose which nowhere {finds its
match,

It was the hope of those who
gave us this statue and the hope
of the American people in receiv-
ing it that the Goddess of Liberty
and the Goddess of Peace were
the same.

The grandfather of my old
friend the French Ambasador and
those who helped him make this
gift possible were citizens of a
great sister republic established
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of Liberty

on the principle of the democratic
form of government. Citizens of

all democracies unite in their de-
sire for peace. Grover Cleveland
fifty years ago recognized that
unity of purpose on this very
spot.

He suggested that liberty en-
lightening the world would extend
her rays from these shores to
every other nation.

Adds Message of Peace

Today the symbolism should be
broadened. To the message c¢f
liberty which America sends to
all the world must be added her
message of peace.

Even in times as troubled and
uncertain as these, I still hold to
the faith that a better civiliza-
tion than any we have known is
in store for America and by our
example, perhaps, for the world.
Here destiny seems to have takem
a long look, Into this continental
reservoir there has been poured
untold and untapped wealth of
human resources. Out of that
reservoir—out of the melting pot
—the rich promise which the New
World held out to those who came
to it from many lands is finding
fulfillment.

The richness of {the promise has
not run out, If we keep the
faith for our day as those who
came before us kept the fzith
for theirs, then you and I can
smile with confidence into the
future.

It is fitting, therefore, that
this should be a service of re-
dedication to the liberty and the
peace which this statue symbol-
izes. Liberty and peace are living
things. In each generation—if
they are to be maintained—they
must be guarded and vitalized
anew.

We do only a small part of our
duty to America when we glory in
the great past. Patriotism that
stops with that is a too easy
patriotism—a patriotism out of
step with the patriots themselves.
For each generation the more
patriotic part is to carry forward
American freedom and American
peace by makKking them living
facts in a living present.

To that, my friends, we can, we
do, rededicate ourselves.




